
MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH
AREA FORUM

(ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
FOLLOWED BY ORDINARY MEETING)

Monday 9 September 2019 at 6.30pm
Deeplish Community Centre, Hare Street,

Rochdale OL11 1JT

AGENDA

1. Introductions and Apologies/Code of Conduct

2. Election of Chair and Vice Chair

3. Greater Manchester Police including PACT meeting

4. Open Forum
An opportunity for local residents to comment on issues in the ward

5. Minutes from previous meeting/Matters arising/Updates

6. Councillor Updates

7. Date and time of next meetings
4 November 2019 at 6.30pm in Castlemere Community Centre
10 February 2020 at 6.30pm in Deeplish Community Centre

Councillor Surgery Details

First Saturday of each month
10.00am – 11.00am at Deeplish Community Centre, Hare Street, Rochdale

11.00am – 12.00 noon at Sudden Community Centre, Cheltenham Street, Rochdale

Third Saturday of each month
10.00am – 11.00am at Castlemere Community Centre, Tweedale Street, Rochdale

11.00am – 12.00 noon at Sparthbottom Community Centre, Norman Road, Rochdale

No appointments necessary, just drop in at any of the above centres during the surgery times
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Rochdale Township Area Forums
Code of Conduct

It is established by and for the Rochdale Township Area Forums that the following 
code of conduct will govern the behaviour of their members.  The code of conduct will 
be enforced by the Chair of this meeting.

Conduct at meetings
Members will at all times observe accepted practice while taking part in discussions 
to:

• Be courteous to each other and support and assist other members in finding
the best possible solution to problems being discussed

• Allow each other the opportunity to speak and comment
• Attempt as far as possible to stick to the agenda and assist each other to

reach effective conclusions
• Operate within the constitution where applicable
• Aggression, violence, threats, harassment, intimidation and other disruptive

behaviour in the forum will not be tolerated
• The term ‘members’ applies to all those present at the meeting

Confidentiality
• Members will refrain from mentioning specific individual cases which may

cause embarrassment or identification of an individual
• Any information or item shared that is of a confidential nature will not be

disclosed to anyone else apart from members of the Forum in order to allow
the business of the meeting to proceed.

Dignity at meetings
• All those who attend Forum meetings have the right to be treated with dignity

and respect regardless of their race, colour, ethnic or national origin,
nationality, gender, marital status, age, sexuality, religion or any other matter
which causes people to be discriminated against

• The meeting will do all that is in its power to oppose all forms of harassment
and bullying

Individual Members
• Should disclose any personal interest that they consider may affect or

influence their approach to the matter being discussed
• Must show respect in all their dealings by observing reasonable standards

and courtesy, and by not seeking to take unfair advantage by virtue of their
position

Political Affiliation
• Even though individual members may be affiliated to/or be members of a

political party, they may not represent a political party in their role as
individual members of this Forum

• Elected Members attending meetings outside the ward they represent may be
allowed to speak, at the discretion of the Chair.

Breach of Code of Conduct
• If anyone attending the Forum meeting does not abide by the code of

conduct, the Chair will have the discretion to decide on an appropriate course
of action.  The Chair may either issue a warning, ask the person to withdraw
from a particular agenda item or exclude that person from the meeting.

• Where a person is asked to leave a meeting, the Chair will have the discretion
to decide whether or not that person is welcome to attend future meetings.

• The Chair at his/her discretion, may close the meeting if he/she deems it
necessary Page 2

Agenda Item 1



MILKSTONE AND DEEPLISH AREA FORUM

MINUTES OF MEETING
Monday, 17 June 2019

PRESENT:  Councillors Brett, Zaheer and Zaman, S. Mohammed (Chair) and 
approximately 80 residents.

OFFICERS: PS Shirazi, PC Waqas, PCSO Nasir and PCSO Hussain and G. Finch 
(Township & Engagement Officer)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Three residents

INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES/CODE OF CONDUCT
144
The Chair introduced himself and Officers present and welcomed all to the meeting. 
He referred to the Code of Conduct and asked all to abide by the Code for the 
duration of the meeting.

Apologies had been received from three residents.

GREATER MANCHESTER POLICE INCLUDING PACT MEETING
145
PS Shirazi, PC Waqas, PCSO Nasir and PCSO Hussain attended the meeting for 
this item.

The Forum was informed of the following;

- Operation Ramadan went well this year. It was acknowledged that lessons 
had been learned from last year’s operation with partner organisations 
working more effectively together this year. Apart from a very low number of 
isolated anti-social behaviour incidents the festival
was well respected by the community.

The Forum thanked GMP for their efforts during Ramadan.

- It was reported that drug related crime is still a significant problem in the 
Ward. However GMP resources are deployed on a daily basis to address this 
issue and a number of arrest have been made. The situation has become 
more problematical as criminals from outside of the Borough visit the Ward. 
However attempts are being made to deter such activity.

Residents reported drug related crime on King Street South, Ann Street, and 
Bridlington Square.

GMP encouraged residents to report incidents of this nature via the 101 number 
providing as much detail as possible and thanked residents for the intelligence 
they provide on a daily basis.

- 65 vehicles have been seized over recent months.

- Arrests have been made in the Ward in relation to an offensive weapon and 
commercial burglaries.
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- It was reported that faulty catalytic converters are being sold in the Ward. 
GMP are attempting to identify the source of these items.

- Very low incident reporting had been received in relation to Vine Place and 
Pioneer Street  which had been identified at the last meeting as suffering from 
anti-social behaviour incidents.

- GMP are currently promoting the Neighbourhood Watch initiative.

- In response to concerns raised about speeding vehicles GMP stated they 
were hoping to visit schools in the Ward to promote road safety awareness 
and hold another traffic operation in the Ward.

It was agreed that PACT priorities for the Ward would be – anti-social behaviour, 
drugs, prostitution and speeding.

ROCHDALE RAILWAY STATION AREA REGENERATION
146
This item was withdrawn because apologies had been received from the Cabinet 
Member who was attending for this issue

OPEN FORUM
147
The following issues were discussed;

1. Milkstone Road Traffic Regulation Order 

Representatives from the community attended the meeting to express their 
concerns about the proposed Milkstone Road Traffic Regulation Order that 
had been advertised in the area recently.

In summary the concerns focussed upon;

- The proposals having a significant knock-on effect of displacing traffic into 
side streets adjacent to Milkstone Road which would become 
problematical for resident parking.

- Difficulties the proposals would have in relation to the collection of waste 
from businesses and the inconvenience that would be caused for 
business owners and employees to park near to their place of 
employment.

It was explained that the proposals had materialised following the   consultation 
events that were held in the Ward approximately 18  months ago and comments 
received about parking / congestion problems that where being experienced by 
residents and businesses on Milkstone Road.

A lengthy discussion took place which included comments being made in relation to 
residential parking permits and the number of parking spaces that would be available 
on Milkstone Road if the proposals where agreed.

In response to a question it was confirmed that four formal objections and a petition, 
signed by approximately 80 residents had been received in connection with the traffic 
regulation order. It was also commented that the objectors had been contacted 
directly.
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The Forum was advised that this issue would be discussed at the Rochdale South 
Township Action and Resources Delegated Sub - Committee to be held at Number 
One Riverside on Wednesday 10 July 2019, commencing 6pm. Residents were 
encouraged to attend.

2. Anti-Social Behaviour – Clara Street

A petition was presented in relation to the above matter. It was commented that the 
petition would be passed to the appropriate service.

3. Castlemere Street / Mere Street – One-Way System

A lengthy discussion took place about the problems being experienced on the above 
streets due to speeding vehicles. Residents suggested that the introduction on a one-
way system on both streets would be beneficial.

It was commented that this issue was raised during the consultation exercise that 
was undertaken in the Ward some months ago where Highways stated they would 
not support an initiative of this nature – costs and safety concerns being cited as the 
primary reasons

4. Bollards – Tweedale Street

The Forum was informed that the above request had been forwarded to Highway 
Maintenance for a quote which was still outstanding.

It was commented that the installation of bollards in this area may hinder businesses 
loading / unloading.

5. Signs – Tweedale Street / Mere Street

It was confirmed that these signs would be moved, however a time frame cannot be 
given for when this work will be completed.

6. Pothole Repairs

A resident commented about the poor standard of work in relation to the above.

7. Bollards – Mere Street

A resident asked if bollards could be placed on Mere Street adjacent to the chippy to 
deter vehicles parking at this busy junction.

8. Devon Street Parking

A resident asked who owned the land on Devon Street as cars are being advertised 
for sale in the area.

9. Stoneyfield Park

A resident asked if it would be possible for benches and picnic table to be installed 
on this site which the Forum supported.
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It was explained that approximately 14k has been ringfenced to this important project 
although it is accepted that additional funding will be required if the site is to be 
developed.

10.  New Mosque – Ashfield Road

Concerns were raised about the potential congestion the above would cause in the 
area. It was stated that residents would be encouraged to visit the Mosque which is 
nearest to them which in turn would hopefully minimise the potential for increased 
congestion.

11. Residential Development – Durham Street Area

A resident raised concerns about the additional congestion that would be caused as 
a result of the new residential development in the Durham Street area of the Ward.

It was stated that Highways have input into planning applications.

12. Kent Street – One-Way System

The Forum was informed that the above project will be going to the Committee in 
July to seek funding for the scheme.

13. Members / Ward Funds

Members Funds – 2k per Councillor
Ward Funds – 6k

14. Castlemere Community Centre

In response to a question it was explained that Castlemere Community Centre is 
used extensively for a variety of programmes. 

15. Neighbourhood Watch

The Forum was informed of an event that is taking place at Castlemere Community 
Centre on Friday 21 June, 5pm – 9pm as part of  Neighbourhood Watch Awareness 
Week. Residents were encouraged to attend the event

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING/MATTERS ARISING/UPDATES
148
The minutes of the Area Forum meeting held on Monday 25 March 2019 at Deeplish 
Community Centre were approved as a correct record.

No matters arising / updates were provided as all issues have been covered earlier in 
the meeting.

COUNCILLOR UPDATES
149
The following issues were raised:

1. A grant has been received to support the development of Drake Street.

2. A fun day at the Fire Museum was recently held which went well. 
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A resident commented that events of this nature require more effective marketing.

3. A grant has been received to investigate health deprivation.

4. Link4Life are introducing additional female only swimming classes.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETINGS
150
9 September 2019 (AGM) at 6.30pm at Deeplish Community Centre
4 November 2019 at 6.30pm at Castlemere Community Centre
10 February 2020 at 6.30pm at Deeplish Community Centre
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